
BUGGY ABOUT KINDERGARTEN 

MRS. SURMEIER’S CLASS –DECEMBER 7, 2017 

Dear Parents, 

Happy belated St Nick’s Day!  Wednesday was 

quite fun when every student in the school re-

moved one shoe and placed it in the hallway 

for a visit from St. Nick. As you can imagine, 

the excitement of  54 kindergarteners was 

quite palpable.  They eagerly enjoyed their 

candy cane and listened to the prayer card and 

meaning of the candy cane legend.   

As I mentioned in our last newsletter, religion 

during advent is quite special as all kindergar-

ten meets together for song and story.  We  

have learned about the meaning of  the star, 

decorations, presents, and  angels this week. 

On Tuesday, each child decorated a paper or-

nament to show what they would give Jesus if 

He came to their house.  The children are so 

generous and loving. On Thursday they chil-

dren decorated angels to give to their 8th 

grade buddies closer to Christmas.   

   

We completed our unit on numbers to 20 

last week and have moved on to learning about 

shapes and forms.  The kids have especially enjoyed some of our 

youtube videos teaching about shapes (Shapes I know by Harry 

kindergarten and Shape Name Game by  Have fun teaching).  We 

have begun to learn the names of spheres, cylinders, cubes, 

cones, and pyramids and have discussed whether they can roll, 

slide, and/or stack.  One way to help your child learn and apply 

their knowledge of shapes is to go on a shape hunt around your 

house (or even just on the Christmas tree).  It is also interesting 

how many different shapes are on our dinner plates so this may 

be a fun family discussion. Please encourage your child to identify 

the shape by the proper term (sphere vs. circle or ball) as know-

ing the terms is important. 

Also continue to review rectangle, square, and triangle as these 

are troublesome for some of the kids. 

This week in reading we read 3 stories. They all involved the theme of 

weather.  We worked on identifying the genre of a book: fantasy, in-

formational text, and realistic fiction. We discussed setting as well as 

drawing conclusions.  When reading at home, take a few moments to 

ask questions which require thinking.  Some great questions are “Why 

do you think the character did that?” and “how would the story be 

different if it was a sunny day or if the character said something differ-

ent?”. It is always good to encourage the identification of the charac-

ters and setting.  These are important in summarizing and retelling.  

Skills Practice:  transfer your kids knowledge of letters to their 

writing– have them help you make a list of toys they would like 

from Santa or of jobs that need to be done around the house.  It 

is okay if the words are spelled incorrectly– the idea is to associ-

ate the sounds with the letters and to put it all together into a 

word.  

Testing next week- 

Happy birthday to Emma– December 14th 

1/2 birthday to Sebastian– June 21st 

Sawyer– June 28 

Sight words: and, the, I, see, like, we, to, a, 

come, me, my, with,  

Next weeks words: review 


